





The Prompter. 








In Beauty and Wit, 
No Mortal, as yet, 





To queftion their Empire has dard: 


But Men, of difcerning, 


Have thought, that in Learning, 


To yield to the Ladies 7s hard! 
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gHE Fear of univerfal Mo- 
® narchy, from Frexch Am- 
bition, after all the Noife, 
Week and Blood, it has colt Europe, 
ROGLRY is at length, [ think, fublided : 
d (Thanks to Pigtails, Solt- 
taires, and Petit Maitres !) 
® but there is another Fear, 
SACARONLA, from the fame Quarter, which 
may have, for aught I know, a far more dangerous 
Confequence: and That is, of an Extent of Empire 
over Hearts; which the French Ladies have, it 
feems, laid “f{trong Foundations for, by calling in 
the Force of Underftanding, and Fine Tafte, to 
affift the Influence of their Perfomal Attractions. — 

I rake this juft Alarm, from the Fresch Dedi- 
cation of -Alzira, to the Marchionefs of Chatelet, 
(fupprefs’d, they fay, at Paris, for fome Reatons, 
better apprehended than declar’d.) I publifh it, in 
Englifb, a little of the Lateft: for, had a certain 
Great Affembly ftill been fitting, It might have 
been of national good Confequence, to have feafona- 
bly, offer’d a Petition for fome 4, enjoining Card- 
Makers, for the future, to imprefs the Large blanc 
Intervals of Aces, in all Packs they publijh, with 
fome Paragraphs, of this furprizing Dedication, for 
the Ue, and Caution, of fuch Ladies, as allow 
themtelves no other Books to readin: and might, by 
this Means, tho’ they loft their Money, have got 
fomething of more Value. ; 

Ir were doing an Injuftice to the Quicknefs of 
their Apprehenfion, to explain myfelf in any more 
particular Manner: fo I will only add the Piece 
itfelf : and humbly leave it to it’s Influence. 





Madam, 


, H OW very trifling an Addrefs, toa Hand, fuch 
. as yours, isone of theie little poetical Amufe- 
ments, the Affair of a Day; that, after It has 
© ow’'d a paffant Luftre of Applaufe to the good 
¢ Humour of an Audience, and illulive Attra¢tions 
© of a Theatre, is no fooner /aid afide, than for- 
© gotten. 

© WuatT can Plays appear, in Effect, but Ro- 
mances inVerf{e, toa Lady, who examines a Work, 
of Geometry, with the fame Eaie and Swiftneis, 
wherewith other Ladies run through Novels |! —- 
and who, in Lock, (that Enligatner of Human 
Nature) can find nothing but the Hiftory of Her 
own private Sentiments! 

© Yer, methinks, Madam, the Great, and furely 
© the moft amiable Genius is That, which, em- 
© bracing the moft folid Arts, excludes not the Polite 
© ones. ——If, at once, from fuch an Alliance, the 
© Soul draws Improvement, and Delight, can there 
© be a Reafon for depriving it of tuch aflogiated 
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‘ Benefits? Happy therefore, above all, 
* is that comprehentive Kind of Wit, which neither 
the Study of Philofophy can.make too Dry, nar 
the Charmsof Polite Learning too feeble | ar 
fuch a Wir, as that Lock can only ftrengthen it :— 
Clarke and Newtox but enlighten it.———That can » 
raife itfelf, with Cicero, and Boffuet, and borrow - 
ramen to charm by, out of Virgil, and of 
Taffo. ' 
‘ SucH, Madam, is your Genius; nor ought I 
to indulge the Fear with which I ¢ell it you, be- 
caufe I know you cannot hear it, without Terror : 
For, you owe the Influence of your Example, to 
warm fome fainter Spirits, of your. own Sex, and 
Quality, into Courage to believe, that Encreafe of 
Knowledge is Encreafe of Beauty: and that Wit 
enlivens Graces. | 
‘ ‘THERE Was, once, a Time, in. France, and all 
the Reft of Ewrope, when Gentlemen fuppos’d, 
they derogated fromthe Exemptions of their Rank, 
and Ladies from the Softnefs of their Modefty, in 
daring to be wifer than their Anceftors: The Pox 
confidering themfelves as only born for War or 
Idlene{s ; andthe Fair for Dreffing, and Coquetry. 
© THE Ridicule, that Moliere and Boileau bettow'd 
upon the SHE-PHtLosopHers, had fome unlucky 
Influence, (even in a polite and knowing Age) to 
juftine falfe Prejudice, and keep Barbarity in 
Countenance, a 
* Yer, Moliere, (Door as hewas in Moral Science, 
and the Modes of Common Life) prefum’d not, 
furely! in attacking the Learn’d Ladies, to make 
Wit and Learning Subjects of his Satire. He 
laugh’d but at their Affecfation, and Abufe: as, 
when he fhew’d Tartuffe upon the Stage, He meant 
pe to make War on Virtue; but expofe Hypo- 
chrify. were : 
* As for the folid, the exact, the elegant, andthe 
labourious, Boileau, if, inftead of writing Satires 
againft Women, he had tather chofen to converfe 
with fuch among them, from whofe Spirit, apd 
Ideas, he might have form’d juft Notions-of the 
Sex's Dilprfitien and Capacity, He woud much, 
have heighten’d both the Merit, and the Repita- 
tion, of his Works: and added Softenings, and 
Empellifhtients, to that dry Diligence, wherewith 
he labour’d ’em. | 
* "Twas all iz vain, that he wou’d reprefent a 
Lady, as ridiculous, for having /earnt Abreitny J 
—1lo how much better Purpofe had he been em- 
ploy’d, if He bimfelf had, alfo, learnt it | 
* For about forty Years now paft, the Genius 
of Philofophy, which, in all Countries, is a Con- 
sequence of the polite, and pleafing, Arts, has made 
{uch Progrefs, here in France, among all Ranks, 
© (excepting fuch, as Nature merely “meant for 
* Peopie) that it Boileau had liy’d ull vow, - 
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of laughing at a Wo- 
d her private 


© He, wlio took the Liberty 
© man of Diftinétion, becaufe fhe 
© Interviews with fuch Men as Sawveur, and Roter- 
© wal, had found himfelf oblig’d t6 reverence, and 
€ imitate, a Thoufand; who draw fm Ufe, and 


¢ Eminenice, from the Elucidations of our Maupertuis, 
© Reaumurs, Mairans, Dufays, Clerauts, and all 
“ chofe Mafters of true Science, whole fole Object 
© is, not Learning merely, but,a UsEFUL Learning ; 
‘ and, which, by rendering it delightful, they have 
: made, in fome fort, neceffary, to our Nation. 

© WE atearriv’d (let me affert it, boldly) at the 
© Time, wherein a Poet Must be alfo a Philofopher : 
* and wherein a Woman, fafely, MAY be fo. 

‘ In the Beginning of laft Century, the French 
“learnt Worpds: The Age is now arrivd, for 
© Jearning SuBsTANcEs, and Sotips.———In That 
. Weak Bows of Knowledge, fhe who had. read 
© Montagne, Aftrea, and the Contes de la Reine de 
© Navarre, was look’d upon as a great Scholar.—— 
© The Defboullieres, and the Daciers, (Illuftrious, in 
€ their different Walks) are Growths, of /ater Cul- 
© tivation. 

“ *T1s ttue, a Lady, who fhou’d fo imprudently 
© devote herfelf to Study, as to drop all neceflary 
© Care of what concerns het common, and domeftic, 
© Duties, woud by how much farther fhe extended 
£ her Advances, be but fo much more reproachable. 

© Tue prefent Queen of England, who difcharg’d 
€ the Office of 4 Mediatrix, between the two moft 
“ celebrated Mafters of the Metaphyficks in all Eu- 
“< rope, Clarke, and Leibnitz, and who really knew 
“ to judge, and to decide, their Differences ; was 
“ never drawn away by that extraordinary Appli- 
* cation of her Spirit, from any of the neceflary, 
*-and the practis’d, Vertues, of the QUEEN, the 
© Wire, or MoTHER. 

“ Chriftina, tho’ the facrific’d. a Throne to the 
* Purfuit of the fixe Arts, was, notwithftanding, a 
“ Great Queen, as long as fhe cou’d condefcend to 
* ‘the Reftraims ‘of Reigning. And has not the 
“ Grand-Daughter of the @reat Condé, in whofe 
© Spirit fhines reviv'’d the Fire of her illuftrious An- 
* ceftor, beftow’d this new Diffinction, for Adorn 
“.ment of the Race the forings from ? 

* AND, laftly, to produce a Name, that may be 
© cited after the moft powerful Princes, You, Ma- 
© dam, honour Learning, with the fame Diftinction. 
© —You cultivate it, in it’s whole Variety. It 
“ is your Business, in your Age for PLEASURE.— 
© Nay, you do more: Youtake lefs Pains to know, 
“than to conceal your Knowledge. But, go 
€ on, to cherifh Learning, Madam, without attempt- 
“ ing to difguife it any longer. It breaks out, in all 
€ your Words, your Looks, and Actions: and, in 
€ {pite of your Endeavour to fuppre/s it’s Luftre, 
“‘canno more be cover’d, than your Beauty. 

© Wuar Reafon for a B/uf/h, at confcious Merit ? 
¢ —Whart, lefs, is Wit, improv’d, thana new added 
© Beauty.—It is Acceffion, to the female Empire. 
©“ ‘The With is common, that Great Kings wou'd 
© give Protection to the Learned! But their Protection, 
© by Great Beauty, wou'd be found more powerful. 

© In Women, who have Courage to exert their 
“ Underftanding, It is a alone determines them. 
© They have nothing in View from it, but Purfuit of 
© Pleafure;, and they deferve to be applauded for 
© their Motive. —But, in Men, It is too often from 
© the Impulfe of our Vanity; and, fometimes of our 
© Intereft ;when we wear our Lives out inthe Culture 
© of the Arts; which we confider but as Inftruments 
© of our Fortune: and That, in fome Sort, is to 
“ profane and proftitute them.—I am always out of 
© Humour, when! read, in Horace, that 











© Propulfive Poverty compell’d his Verte. 








© Tue Burnings of Exvy, the fneaking Littlenefs 
© of Caball, the Poifons of Slander, and the Affaf 
* fmations (if | may venture onthe Phrafe) of Sz. 
© tire, throw, among us Alex, a Kind of political 
4 Difhonour, upon Profeffions, which have, naturally 
*‘fomething in’emof Divire. ; 
; : As for my/elf, Invincible Propewfity determines 

” Attachment to the Studies, of my infancy. 
© They are Arts, which I have, heretofore, efteem’d 
* for their own Sakes entirely; But I, lately, Ma- 
* dam, have purfued *em, for yours only: for, I 
wou'd fain deferve, if poffible, the long Enjoy-« 
ment of a Life, made happy by your Prefence: 
in the Bofom of Retreat and Serenity, and perhaps 
of Truth too; where tu thefe enchanting Allure- 
ments, you have facrific’d, in your Youth, the 
pleafingly-fallacious Charms. of what the World 
mifcalls Society: Chufing Friend/bips, inftead of 
Embarrafments , and efcaping the dangerous Com- 
merce between Faifehood, and Vanity.— In this 
delightful Situation, you are able to fay, with Ly- 
cretius, (that poetic Philofopher) with all whofe 
Faults, and whofe Beauties, you are fo thoroughly 
acquainted, 
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* °Tis Happinefs fupreme, to fit, retir'd, 

* In Wildom’s Temple, peacefully infpir'd ; 

© And (fafely diftant) mark the troubled Flow 

* Of dufty Life, that toils, and errs, below ! 

* The Strifes, of jealous Wit, and clafbing Gain! 

© Joftling through Time, and lab’ring into Pain. 

* Struggling, toPow’r, oer waftes of trampledPeace : 
© And proudly propagating Woe's Encreafe. 

© O! bufy Blindne/s rd miftaken Fame ! 

* That lofes Happinefs, to bunt a Name! 

* To an Addrefs, that -:.:\seady too long, I will 
add but a Little, in Behalf of tie Tragedy: For. 
What can deferve to be fpoken of, Madam, after 
we have been {peaking of you ?—I fhou’d, indeed, 
have had no — to fay a tingle Word concerning 
it, but that, having had the Happinefs to be 
compos’d iz your Houfe, It ought to bear fome 
Tokens of the Influence It owes your Eyes, which 
threw their Luftre on its Progrefs——1 confefs, 
thatif This Piece has more, of Truth, of Vertue, 
and of Novelty, than I have heretofore beftow’d 
on any other Tragedy, It arofe but from my With 
to make it /e/s unworthy You.-———It’s Scenes 
are, therefore, form’d upon that comprehenfive 
primitive Humanity, that benevolent Expanfion of 
the Thought ; that unlimited Elevation of Soul; 
which, tho’ unceafingly afive iz Good, is, not- 
withftanding, Compaffionate to Evil: In fine, upon 
thofe Sentiments, of Greatue/s, without Violence, 
recommended to us by the Sages of Antiquity, 
and erifore’d, with fuch additional Weight, by the 
fraternal Injunctions of Re/igion :—Sentiments, fo 
univerfally or fo univerfally xeglefed ! 

© To fay all, in a Word, I thought, more in the 
Man, than the Poet. 

© You, Madam, who have leffen’d, fo confide- 
rably, the Number of my Fas/ts, in this Play, 
know, yet, that there are /eft too many; and 
know alfo, where they are-—May but the Pablick, 
feverer, {ometimes, in the Courfe of their Re- 
marks, by how much éimder in their firft Excourage- 
ment, be as willing to pardoz, as you are!—And 
may this Homage I am paying to your Excellence, 
preferve my ALz1RA from Oblivion, longer far, 
than the Reft of my Writings.—It might demand 
Immortality, were itwoRTHY of HER, to whome 
Ihave addrefs'd it, 


I am, 





or . .  . i . i 2 2 i . i. i i . a. a . a . ae | 


w“ 


on oe. ee a a . a . a. ee . ee 


with a profound Re/pedt, &c. 
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Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 


taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


{ Price Twe-Pence. | 
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Care? 7. 
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